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The War on Terror started after the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001; the United States was strong-minded to reshape the Middle East through military intervention and nation-building to protect the United States from terrorism. The primary objective of the 9/11 attacks was to prevent another attack on the United States and bring to justice the terrorist organisation responsible for the attacks.  The United States continues to wage war on terrorism; it is evident that terrorism continues to increase and the U.S. has to adopt different approaches to deal with global terrorism. The War on Terror has now escalated to terrorist groups such as ISIS and other factions scattered across the world whose intentions is to pose a threat to the U.S. and other countries.
The next geographical terrorism “hotspot” in the world is Iraq and Syria where ISIS is currently located. ISIS is well-positioned in Iraq and Syria where the caliphate continues to rebuild and re-emerge in order to restore its physical caliphate. Multiple reports show that ISIS continues to grow with as many as 30,000 active fighters in Iraq and Syria. The War on Terror continues to escalate with the U.S. and Iraqi forces fighting to seize territories which were controlled by ISIS. ISIS is known to control the resources of captured territories in order to recruit volunteers, extort ordinary people and spread their mandate. ISIS continues to launch deadly attacks in Iraq and Syria despite US-led forces and Iraqi forces taking back most of the territory leaving ISIS fighters and leaders scattered in small unified territories they control (Weiss & Hassan, 2016, p. 35).
The global levels of terrorist activity and violence will continue to rise in the next decade with the U.S. and its coalition allies failing to end the global jihadist movement.  The U.S. and its coalition allies may have limited jihadist capability to conduct attacks in the United States, the number of terrorist attacks in Europe, Asia and Africa continue to rise with scores of individuals injured and killed. The Islamic State continues to influence new groups all over the world, the rapid growth of technology continues to help ISIS spread their jihadist message and influence the Muslim population. The United States has invested heavily in the Middle East to find fundamental solutions to the cause of terrorism. The War on Terror will continue to exist until the United States has destroyed ISIS and al Qaeda and bring economic and political prosperity to the Middle East ("Never-Ending War on Terror," 2018).
The flashpoint of the next two decades will be to weaken the essential conditions that give rise to terrorism. Islamic radicalism remains strong and terrorist attacks, and anti-American radicalism will continue to exist in the Middle East for the foreseeable future. The U.S. has to realise that terrorist groups will continue to kill innocents and will change their recruitment tactics, fundraising and ability to conduct attacks. Therefore, actively gauging the success against terror groups will require keeping broader perspectives rather than those arrested and killed. If terrorist groups can still recruit new members, fund their operations and mount attacks, the loss of soldiers will have a little effect on its global strength (Williams, 2018).
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